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our marketplace efforts ane now

spiritual, not secular.

The Church has suffered for a long

timme froem a dualistic mentality
called the sacred-secular divide
For much of het |'|'\-|I.-|:I Ee
Church has ades |..|||':lI 4l |;'\l|'\h'||
its chiyrch leaders for the |'-||:|'-|:_
but nit i85 marketplace mimisters
for thedr call. The Church mast do
a better job helping people conmect

Sunday to Monday. IF we are to

brimi abowt reconciliation in the
fields of asiness, govermment and
eduwcabion, we mesed to think aboat
what it means to be a Christian
businessperson, a Christian
government official, a Christian
|'|,|.|-\..-I-" Thizse thiree enlibles
contred every ciby, state and naticn
Manvy believers have tried figuring
thiis ot wathasrt much help from
their church leaders. 1f vou do not

I I
agree just look how Christianity las



bost influence in the marketplace
ower the past 100 years. Leaders
and marl-:l:l'p]rlcr mimisters ima
variety of callings are asking the
right questions about what faith-
work integration looks like and
b it can go bevand just beng a
nboe pefson al wirk,

Spiritual capital represents one
of the deep conmections between
faith and waork, vit iz one of the
Least exploited opportunities by
churdh leaders. Moral capitalism
explains why an economy in
which personal virtue prevails
iz always more successhul. With
few exoeptions, the top of the
GDP-per-capita list is exclusively
oocupied by nations that have a
komg history of Christianity. The
embodiment of biblical values is
what really makes a nathon and
an econoimy suooessiul

The Bible shows us the truth
about human work as part

of Laod’s purpese in creation.

The Bible brings the whole of

our wiorking lives within the
sphere of ministry, By contrast,
the falsehood of a 'sacred-secular
divide' has permeated the
Church's thinking and actions

o long,. This divide tells us that
religious activity belomzs o God,
whereas other activity does not.
Howewver, God s the Lord of all
life. “Whatever you do, work at it
with all vour heart, as working, for
thie Lord, nat for meen,”™ ssid Pawl
to the slaves in a pagan workplace.

This sevular-sscred divide is a
major obstacle in mobilizing
God's people in His misslon.
Christians worldwide must reject
its unbiblical assumptions and

resksd ils damaging effects, They
musst challenge the tendency to
T minilﬂ'rg.r as I:.lr_'ina :|'n.'|:in|].I the
wirk of |:|'|urvr|1.-|:|.1i|:|. minisfers
and misssomanies, which is a
small percent of the whole body
of Christ. All believers must
accegd and affirem thelr owin daily
rinkstry and mission as being
whierever God has called them to
opierate in His Rrace and prwer.

CHURCH WORK
IS DONE IN THE
BUILDING-
THE WORK OF
THE GHURGH 13
DONE IN THE
MARKETPLAGE

Marketplace minksters go

places whene traditional church
leaders seldom visit. What these
marketplace mindsters do in tha
workplace must be valued as an
aspect of the ministry of local
churchis. Church work is done

iy thee bk lding —the work of the
Church is i the marketplace.,
Thirl}'-cig_hl af the power
miracles” in the ook of Actks ook
place in the marketplace, not the
church house.

According to the Pew Research
Center, Islam is the only religion
growing faster than the world®s
E‘l-n:lpll.hl‘icll'l. and it will be the

largest in the world by 20000 1
believe the only thing that can
;hnngr thee dire statistics is
w:t'l-::inE up the "xle:pinE E,i.anl.”
thi Churdh, bo L*qu:ip thaose whi
are already employed in today’s
marketplace o understand their
calling as minksters —right where
thiey wark, This will happen if
they are affirmed, empowered and
then deployved to the frontlines to
fight this war against the kingdom
of darkness,
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